
LESSON TWELVE. PRINCIPLES ABOUT LANGUAGE - HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1) TODAY WE WILL CONTINUE LOOKING AT PRINCIPLES ABOUT LANGUAGE 

 

THINGS WE WILL LOOK AT IN THIS LESSON: 

1) REVIEW 

2) INTERPRETING FIGURES OF SPEECH: COMPLEX COMPARISONS 

3) INTERPRETING FIGURES OF SPEECH: CONTRASTS, OVERSTATEMENTS, AND 

RELATIONS 

4) PRACTICE INTERPRETING FIGURES OF SPEECH 

PART 1 – REVIEW: 

 

1. COMPLETE THIS CHART, STATING WHETHER A VERSE IS LITERAL OR FIGURATIVE. 

 

2. STATE WHETHER EACH VERSE USES A SIMILE, METAPHOR, ANTHROPOMORPHISM, 

OR PERSONIFICATION. 
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PART 2 – INTERPRETING FIGURES OF SPEECH: COMPLEX COMPARISONS: 

 

Q 1) WHAT ARE THE TWO MAIN DIFFERENCES BETWEEN A SIMILE AND A 

PARABLE? 

A) 
 

 

 

 

Q 2) WHAT DO YOU NEED TO ANALYZE TO EXAMINE THE SETTING OF A 

PARABLE? 

A) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLE 1) THREE PERIODS OF TIME… 
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EXAMPLE 2) FINDING THE APPLICATION OF A PARABLE… 

 

 

Q 3) WHAT THREE THINGS DO YOU NEED TO IDENTIFY TO ANALYZE A 

PARABLE? 

A) 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Q 4) EXPLAIN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN “HILLS” AND “MOUNTAINS” IN A 

PARABLE. 

A) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXAMPLE 3) MOUNTAIN POINTS IN THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN… 
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Q 5) WHY DO WE NEED DETAILS IN PARABLES? 

A) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Q 6) HOW MANY MAJOR TRUTHS CAN A PARABLE HAVE? 

A) 
 

 

INTERPRETING PARABLES REVIEW: 

• Discern the historical and literary setting of a parable by analyzing three 

things: the time, the reason, and the application. 

• Analyze the parable itself by doing three things: identify the characters,  

the points of comparison, the one main lesson, and any smaller lessons. 

 

EXAMPLE 4) CHART OF COMPARISONS… 

 

 

Q 7) WHAT ARE THE TWO MAIN DIFFERENCES BETWEEN A PARABLE AND AN 

ALLEGORY? 

A) 
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Q 8) WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ALLEGORY AND ALLEGORIZING THE 

BIBLE? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PART 3 – INTERPRETING FIGURES OF SPEECH: CONTRASTS, OVERSTATEMENTS, AND 

RELATIONS: 

 

Q 9) WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF USING IRONY? 
 

 

 

 

Q 10) WHAT IS A HYPERBOLE? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Q 11) EXPLAIN METONYMS, SYNECDOCHE, AND TYPES; WHAT THEY ARE OR 

HOW THEY ARE USED. 
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PART 4 – WRAPPING UP — PRACTICE INTERPRETING FIGURES OF SPEECH: 

 

1. FILL IN THE ADJACENT CHART. 

 
 

 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them 

into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.” 

(Matthew 7:24) 

 

“To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in  

the marketplaces and calling out to others.” (Matthew 11:16) 

 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard  

seed.” (Matthew 13:31) 

 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.” (Matthew 13:44) 

 

2. COMPLETE THIS CHART BY STATING—IN ONE SENTENCE—THE ONE BIG LESSON 

OF EACH PARABLE. 
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PERSONAL NOTES & QUESTIONS: 
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