
LESSON TWO. THE PATRIARCHS – UNDERSTANDING THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
1) TODAY WE WILL BE LOOKING AT THE PATRIARCHS 

 
THINGS WE WILL LOOK AT IN THIS LESSON: 

1) THE FAMILY TREE OF ISRAEL 
2) ABRAHAM 
3) ISAAC 
4) JACOB 
5) JOSEPH 
 

PART 1 – THE FAMILY TREE OF ISRAEL: 
 

Q 1) WHAT DOES THE FRAMEWORK OF THE BIBLE HELP US UNDERSTAND? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Q 2) WHAT IS A PATRIARCH? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PART 2 – ABRAHAM: 
 

Q 3) HOW DOES GENESIS 12 BEGIN? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q 4) WHERE DID ABRAHAM’S FAMILY ORIGINALLY LIVE? 
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FIGURE 1) 

 
 
Q 5) WHAT KIND OF PICTURE DOES THE BIBLE PAINT CONCERNING THE PEOPLE 
WITHIN ITS PAGES? 

 
 
 
 

 
Q 6) WHAT SIX ELEMENTS DO WE SEE INVOLVING THE PROMISES OF GOD IN 
ABRAHAM’S LIFE? 
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Q 7) WHAT IS ONE OF THE WAYS THAT GOD ACCOMPLISHES HIS PURPOSES IN 
OUR LIVES? 

 
 
 

 
FIGURE 2) 
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PART 3 – ISAAC: 
 
God reconfirmed his covenant with Abraham and Isaac… 
 
Genesis 22:15-18 — 15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a 
second time 16 and said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you 
have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless 
you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the 
sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their 
enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, 
because you have obeyed me.” 
 
Genesis 26:1-5,24 — 1 Now there was a famine in the land—besides the previous 
famine in Abraham’s time—and Isaac went to Abimelek king of the Philistines in 
Gerar. 2 The Lord appeared to Isaac and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; live in 
the land where I tell you to live. 3 Stay in this land for a while, and I will be with you 
and will bless you. For to you and your descendants I will give all these lands and 
will confirm the oath I swore to your father Abraham. 4 I will make your 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands, 
and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, 5 because 
Abraham obeyed me and did everything I required of him, keeping my 
commands, my decrees and my instructions.”…. 24 That night the Lord appeared 
to him and said, “I am the God of your father Abraham. Do not be afraid, for I am 
with you; I will bless you and will increase the number of your descendants for the 
sake of my servant Abraham.” 
 

Q 8) WHAT TWO THINGS DOES THE STORY OF ABRAHAM SECURING A WIFE 
FOR ISAAC DEMONSTRATE? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q 9) WHAT DOES THE STORY OF ABRAHAM SECURING A WIFE FOR ISAAC 
AFFIRM? 
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PART 4 — JACOB:  
 

Q 10) WHAT TWO VALUABLE LESSONS DO WE LEARN FROM THE PATRIARCHS 
AND THEIR FAMILIES? 
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FIGURE 4) 

 
 
PART 5 — JOSEPH:  
 

Q 11) WHAT IMPORTANT PRINCIPLE CAN WE SEE IN JOSEPH’S LIFE, 
REGARDING FAITHFULNESS AND OBEDIENCE TO GOD? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q 12) WHAT IS ONE OF THE MANY LESSONS WE LEARN FROM THE STORY OF 
JOSEPH? 
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HOMEWORK FOR THE WEEK: 
Read Genesis 12-35 or 37-50. If you need to break them up, try to read each 
person’s story at one time. If you choose to use an Audio Bible, that is fine too. 
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PERSONAL NOTES & QUESTIONS: 
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