Lesson Seven — God Provides a Savior — Romans: Justification By Faith

Infroduction:

Today we will begin our look at how God provides a Savior.

Things we will look at in this lesson: Justification Interpreted

Justification Interpreted:

01. What must we recognize in order to value the gospel?

02. What is the message of Romans 3:21-31?

03. If Adam represents condemnation, what does Christ represent?

04. Where does Paul turn our attention?
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05. What are the two kinds of righteousness that Paul talks about?

Figure 1)

God’s Righteousness Revealed

(Romans 1:18-3:20)

(Romans 3:21)

GOD | | MAN
His wrath is revealed Sg&, receives God’s
against all godlessness & | 3 righteousness | righteousness through faith
wmkednegs from in Jesus {:r_mst
{Romans 1:18) | God | {Romans 3:22)
> has been -

an expression of His made his faith is credited
righteousness and love | known | as righteousness

I (Romans 4:5; 3:22-8:39)

Figure 2)
The Theme of Romans The Theme Restated
(1:16-17) (3:21-22)
A righteousness from God is revealed A righteousness from God has been
(1:17) made known (3:21)

For everyone who believes (1:16)
First for the Jew, then for the Gentile
(1:16)

By faith from first to last (1:17)

The righteous will live by faith (1:17)

To all who believe (3:22)

There is no difference (3:22)

Through faith in Jesus Christ to all who
believe (3:22)

This righteousness from God comes
through faith (3:22)

06. What does “righteousness” describe?
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07. Where does righteousness originate?

08. What does “apart from the Law” mean?

09. What does it mean that our righteousness is “through faith”?
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Figure 3)

Verse 22: “This righteousness from God comes through faith in
Jesus Christ to all who believe”

Verse 25: “Through faith in his blood”

Verse 26: God justifies those who have faith in Jesus.

Verse 27: Faith excludes boasting.

Verse 28: “Aman is justified by faith apart from observing the
law.”

Verse 30: “God . . . will justify the circumcised [Jew] by faith and
the uncircumcised [Gentile] through that same faith.”

Verse 31: We do not “nullify the law by this faith . . . . Rather, we
uphold the law.”

10. What does sin do?

11. What does the gospel show us?
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Figure 4)
Parallel in Romans
3:22-23
CRISIS CONTINUING

ACT RESULT
Righteousness by faith > Believing

Sin ﬁ Falling short of the

glory of God
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Figure 5)

The Salvation Triangle
(Adapted from Boice 1991, 382)

Romans 3:22-25
God the Father

Jesus Christ REDEVPTION P Christian

REDEMPTION  Jesus Christ redeemed us. He ransomed [purchased] us at the
price of His own blood. 1t is what He did for us, not what we do.

PROPITIATION  This describes what Jesus Christ did for us in relation to the
Father. He tums aside God's wrath against sin through His
sacrifice of atonement (3:25). By taking our punishment on
himself, He satisfies God's justice.

JUSTIFICATION  This describes the act of a judge in a court of law who acguits
an accused person. On the basis of Christ's redemptive and
propitiatery work, God justifies those who put their trust in Him.
Jesus paid the price for our salvation by dying in our place. In
this way, God is Just in justifying the ungodly.

FAITH “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus
Christ to all who believe™ (3:22). "He . . . justifies those who have
faith in Jesus™ (3:26).

Redemption, propitiation, and justification are inextricably bound together. Any
one is impossible without the others. God’s condition for receiving salvation is
faith in Jesus Christ.

12. What does “redemption” mean?
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13. What does “propitiation” mean?

14. What is “justification”?

15. What does Paul say about boasting?

16. How are Jews and Gentiles justified?

17. What does a Christian who lives according to the Spirit fulfill?
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