
Lesson Eleven — The Growth of the Church — Acts: The Holy Spirit At Work 
 

Introduction: 
Today we’re going to conclude our look at the growth of the church. 

 
Things we will look at in this lesson: 
 Part One: The Powerful Church 
 Part Two: The Persistent Church 
  
Part One: The Powerful Church: 

 
01. Without the context of Acts 5:12-16, what might one assume the 
apostles were imprisoned for? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
02. What kind of atmosphere should a church have in which God can 
perform His acts among us? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

03. What is it that every individual believer senses in any dynamic advance 
of the church? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
04. What will a church of committed believers accomplish? 
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Part Two: The Persistent Church: 
 

Article 1)  
 
Ways Satan May Attack Christians:  
 
Satan is predictable; God is not. The strategies used against the church in Acts 
are the same today. Three satanic strategies against the church are as follows: 
 
(1) Satan tries to defeat the church (or the Christian) by causing doubt, fear, 
despair, or sin. Satan also tries to cause the Christian to blame God or others. 
 
(2) Satan tries to defeat the church by causing division. Often this is done through 
the selfishness of individuals. Many times he uses doctrinal issues to divide the 
church. 
 
(3) Satan tries to defeat the church or individual through persecution or 
seduction. Actually persecution and seduction are two sides of the same coin. 
The seduction of material gain often weakens a Christian’s faith. Persecution 
often increases his or her faith.  
 
In Acts, we do not see Satan using seduction to any great degree. That comes 
later in church history. Every time the church faces an attack, the Holy Spirit 
moves to guide and protect the church, ensuring victory. 
 

05. What can we say about divine intervention or the lack of it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

06. What must Christian’s learn when it comes to trusting God? 
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07. What is not the common pattern in the book of Acts? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
08. What characteristics do we see displayed in the apostles even though 
they were in danger? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
09. What were the Sanhedrin ready to do with those who spoke of Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10. Where does the test of the genuineness of a movement lie? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
11. What did Gamaliel’s intervention do in regard to the Sanhedrin? 
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