
LESSON SEVEN. THE POSTEXILIC BOOKS – UNDERSTANDING THE OLD 
 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
1) TODAY WE WILL BE LOOKING AT THE POSTEXILIC BOOKS 

 
THINGS WE WILL LOOK AT IN THIS LESSON: 

1) EZRA: THE REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE 
2) NEHEMIAH: THE REBUILDING OF THE WALLS 
3) ESTHER: THE PROTECTION OF THE NATION 

 
PART 1 – EZRA: THE REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE: 
 

Q 1) LIST TWO REASONS WHY WE STUDY THE BOOKS OF EZRA AND NEHEMIAH 
TOGETHER. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q 2) WHAT DOES THE BOOK OF EZRA DEMONSTRATE? 
 
 
 
 
 

FIGURE 1) 
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OUTLINE OF EZRA… 
 

I. The First Group Returns from Babylon, 1–2 
II. At Home in Jerusalem, 3–4 
III. The New Temple, 5–6 
IV. The Second Group Returns from Babylon, 7–8 
V. Reform, 9–10 

 
Q 3) WHO PROPHESIED THAT A RULER NAMED CYRUS WOULD ALLOW THE 
JEWS TO RETURN AND REBUILD JERUSALEM AND THE TEMPLE? 

 
 
 
 
 

Q 4) WHO LED THE FIRST GROUP IN THEIR RETURN TO JERUSALEM? 
 
 
 
 
 

Q 5) WHAT TWO PROPHETS URGED THE PEOPLE TO FINISH THE TEMPLE? 
 
 
 
 
 

Q 6) HOW LONG DID IT TAKE FOR THE REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE TO BE 
COMPLETED? 

 
 
 
 
 

Q 7) WHO LED THE SECOND GROUP OF JEWS BACK TO JUDAH? 
 
 
 
 
 

Q 8) WHAT DID EZRA LEAD THE PEOPLE TO DO? 
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FIGURE 2) 
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PART 2 – NEHEMIAH: THE REBUILDING OF THE WALLS: 
 

Q 9) WHAT WAS NEHEMIAH’S BACKGROUND? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Q 10) WHAT DO NEHEMIAH’S WRITINGS EMPHASIZE? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OUTLINE OF NEHEMIAH… 
 

I. Nehemiah Sent by King Artaxerxes, 1:1–2:8 
II. Nehemiah’s Mission in Jerusalem, 2:9–6:16 
III. Ezra Brings Change, 7–10 
IV. Nehemiah’s Program and Policies, 11–13 
 
Q 11) WHAT DOES NEHEMIAH EXEMPLIFY? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PART 3 – ESTHER: THE PROTECTION OF THE NATION: 
 

Q 12) WHO WROTE ESTHER? 
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Q 13) WHAT IS THE TIMELINE FOR THE EVENTS FOUND IN THE BOOK OF ESTHER? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q 14) WHAT MAKES THE BOOK OF ESTHER UNIQUE? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q 15) WHAT IS THE THEME OF THE BOOK OF ESTHER? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUTLINE OF ESTHER… 
 

I. Esther Becomes Queen, 1–2 
II. Haman Seeks to Destroy the Jewish People, 3–5 
III. God Delivers the Jews through Esther, 6–10 

 
HOMEWORK FOR THE WEEK: 
Read one of the books we talked about in this lesson. If you need to break them 
up, read each outline section in one setting. If you choose to use an Audio Bible, 
that is fine too. 
  



LESSON SEVEN. THE POSTEXILIC BOOKS – UNDERSTANDING THE OLD 
 

 

 
PERSONAL NOTES & QUESTIONS: 
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