
LESSON EIGHTEEN. GOSPELS, ACTS, AND THE EPISTLES - HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
1) TODAY WE WILL CONCLUDE OUR STUDY OF UNDERSTANDING GENRES BY 

LOOKING AT GOSPELS, ACTS, AND THE EPISTLES 
 
THINGS WE WILL LOOK AT IN THIS LESSON: 

1) GOSPELS: PORTRAITS OF CHRIST 
2) GOSPELS: TEACHING METHODS OF CHRIST 
3) ACTS: AN INTERPRETIVE HISTORY 
4) EPISTLES: OCCASIONAL DOCUMENTS 
5) SUMMARY OF LITERARY METHODS 

 

USING WORD PICTURES: 

“Word pictures help the hearer experience our words, not just hear them.” 

 

PART 1 – GOSPELS: PORTRAITS OF CHRIST: 

 

Q 1) WHAT CAN WE COMPARE THE GOSPELS TO? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q 2) WHAT ARE PERICOPES? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXAMPLE 1) HOW PERICOPES ARE INTRODUCED IN MARK 2… 
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EXAMPLE 2) TYPE, PURPOSE, AND EXAMPLES OF PERICOPES… 
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Q 3) WHAT DOES EACH PERICOPE CONTRIBUTE TO? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q 4) WHAT DOES THE KINGDOM OF GOD CURRENTLY REFER TO? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
EXAMPLE 3) NOW/THEN PATTERN… 
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EXAMPLE 4) THIS AGE AND THE AGE TO COME… 

 
 

Q 5) WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO READ THE GOSPELS VERTICALLY? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q 6) WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO READ THE GOSPELS HORIZONTALLY? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



LESSON EIGHTEEN. GOSPELS, ACTS, AND THE EPISTLES - HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 
 

PART 2 – GOSPELS: TEACHING METHOD OF CHRIST: 
 
EXAMPLE 5) CHRIST’S CONCRETE IMAGERY… 
 
Statements from one of Christ’s sermons (Matthew 5-7) that are now common in 
everyday usage: 
• The salt of the earth (5:13) 
• A city on a hill (5:14) 
• Don’t let your right hand know what your left hand is doing (6:3) 
• Our daily bread (6:11) 
• The lilies of the field (6:28) 
• Pearls before swine (7:6) 
• Wolves in sheep’s clothing (7:15) 
 
EXAMPLE 6) CHRIST’S SAYINGS… 
 
How do you explain the apparent contradiction in the following statements of 
Christ? 
 

 
 

EXAMPLE 7) CHRIST’S USE OF EXAGGERATED LANGUAGE… 
A General Rule: If responding to Christ’s statement literally causes conflict with 
other Bible teaching, is physically impossible, or would not achieve the desired 
result that Christ wanted, we can assume that the saying is a figure of speech. 
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PART 3 – ACTS: AN INTERPRETIVE HISTORY: 
 

Q 7) WHAT ARE THE THREE RULES FOR DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN WHAT IS 
NORMATIVE AND WHAT IS DESCRIPTIVE? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
EXAMPLE 8) THE PRINCIPLE DRAWN FROM THE DESCRIPTIVE EVENT… 

 
 

PART 4 – EPISTLES: OCCASIONAL DOCUMENTS: 
 

Q 8) WHAT ARE THE TWO KEYS TO INTERPRETING THE EPISTLES? 
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EXAMPLE 9) DISTINGUISHING IF AN ACTION IS “NORMATIVE” OR “DESCRIPTIVE” … 
 
When you suspect that an instruction in the Epistles is descriptive rather than 
normative, you should ask the following four questions: 
 

1. Is the instruction mentioned more than once in the Bible? 
2. Is the instruction confirmed or clarified by other passages? 
3. How does this instruction fit into the entire message of the Epistle? 
4. What truth does the passage teach to the modern believer? 

 
PART 5 – WRAPPING UP: SUMMARY OF LITERARY METHODS: 
 
Important keys to remember when you are studying the different genres of the 
Bible: 
 

1. The content of a passage cannot be separated from the form in which it 
was written. 

2. The variety of literary methods that God used to write the Bible should not 
be viewed as an obstacle to learning. 

3. The goal is to touch our hearts, assist our minds, and transform our wills. 
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PERSONAL NOTES & QUESTIONS: 
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